[Assistance to obstetrical deliveries in São Leopoldo, Rio Grande do Sul State: a population-based study].
The study was carried out to describe the deliveries structural conditions, characteristics of assistance to the deliveries, to establish the percentage of cesarean section, and to verify the association between the presence of the pediatrician and the type of childbirth with socioeconomic variables. A cross-sectional population-based study was carried out including 840 women from 20 to 49 years old resident in São Leopoldo, Rio Grande do Sul State. Among them, 36 (4.3%) had children within 12 months prior the research. The percentage of women who had caesarian delivery was 52.8%. Regarding the obstetric delivery, 97.2% had been assisted by a doctor and 72.2% of the women had reported the presence of pediatrician at the time of the labor. In 68.6% of the cases the delivery process was financed by the SUS, 20% were by private health care plans and 11.4% were privately paid. The caesarean delivery was less frequent among the women belonging to lower socioeconomic levels (prevalence rate 0.42; CI95% 0.20-0.86). It was verified that 30.4% of the women who had received maternal care by SUS did not report the presence of pediatrician in the labor. It was evidenced the association of the type of delivery and some variables related to economic class, making it possible to state that financial compensation intervenes with the type of obstetrical delivery.